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Issue 1 

 Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

Welcome to the 2022 school year!  A late start but we are off and learning.  It’s fantastic to see 
students focussed and maximising their learning time.  We have also welcomed new students 
and families to our school.  Currently our enrolment is 53 which is a significant increase since 
March last year.  
 

You may also have seen our new teachers around, congratulations on completion of your first weeks of teaching 
to Roz Hafey and Fiona Peters, and your first couple of weeks in Alpha to Terry Mac Erlean. 

 
Thank you to Ellen Newton for coordinating the ordering and delivery of uniforms to families.  I 
believe there are more on the way for new orders.  I have noticed quite a few students without 
hats, please make sure your child has a broad brimmed hat or they won’t be able to be outside 
and will possibly miss important lessons.  Hats are available from the P&C, please enquire at the 
office. 

 
A reminder to parents to let the office know if your pick-up arrangements have changed.  This is 
important because staff on gate or bus duty are told when they go through the office on their 
way to duty.  If you’re telling the class teacher that’s helpful but you need to notify the office so 
the message goes to the person responsible.  You can do this by phone or email.  Please help us 
keep your children safe! 

 

School assembly this year has changed to:     Wednesday afternoon at 2.45pm in the hall 
At the moment we are not able to have parents, but when we can we welcome you to come along.  We have 
changed to Wednesday as this is a day that all of our part time and full-time staff are at school. 
 

COVID INFORMATION 
If you are sick/symptomatic 
 
To keep our school communities COVID-19 safe, students and staff must not attend school if they are unwell or 
have COVID-19 symptoms . 
 
Staff and students should attend their local Queensland Health testing clinic  where they will be prioritised to 
receive a rapid antigen test (RAT). 
 
If the test result is negative and the staff member or student is well, they can return to school. If the test is 
positive, the staff member or student will need to follow Queensland Health quarantine and isolation 
requirements . 
 
If you become symptomatic at school 

• Students will be immediately isolated in a  

• safe place, and their parents or carers will be contacted to collect their child. 

https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/stay-informed/exposed-to-covid/covid-testing-in-queensland/when-to-get-tested
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/stay-informed/exposed-to-covid/covid-testing-in-queensland/type-of-test-pcr-or-rat
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/stay-informed/i-have-covid/isolation/how-to-isolate
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/stay-informed/i-have-covid/isolation/how-to-isolate
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• When the student is collected, the parent or carer will receive a RAT to administer at home. 

• Staff members will immediately leave the school and be provided with a RAT to administer at home. 
If the test result is negative and the student or staff member is well, they can return to school. If the test is 
positive, they will need to follow Queensland Health quarantine and isolation requirements . 
 
This plan ensures that staff and students have priority access to RATs at Queensland Health testing clinics. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Wins worth celebrating 
 
Sometimes getting through the school years can feel like a marathon for everyone. So, when you’re in it for 
the long haul, it’s important to stop every now and again and celebrate the wins, whatever that looks like 
for your child. Here are some wins worth celebrating that you may not have thought of. 
 

 

Let us know if we can do anything in supporting you to support your children’s learning. 

 

Karen Warren 

 

 

Spark their Future – How to help your 
child succeed  

Success looks different for every child. If your child is 
struggling at school or refusing to go to school, knowing 
you are on their side is what matters most. There is no 
one-size-fits-all simple solution to achieving success, but 
there are things you can do to help. Recognising your 
child’s ‘little wins’ will allow them to experience the thrill 
and endorphin hit of achievement. This builds their confi-
dence and motivates them to want more. When you put 
the ‘little wins’ together, they can make a big difference. 
The Spark their Future website has tips on how to help 
your child succeed at school including a short video. 

https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/stay-informed/i-have-covid/isolation/how-to-isolate
https://www.sparktheirfuture.qld.edu.au/why-celebrating-wins-can-help-your-child/
https://www.sparktheirfuture.qld.edu.au/
https://www.sparktheirfuture.qld.edu.au/life-skills-to-help-your-child-succeed/
https://www.sparktheirfuture.qld.edu.au/life-skills-to-help-your-child-succeed/
https://www.sparktheirfuture.qld.edu.au/how-can-i-help-my-child-succeed/
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Curriculum Corner:  
Welcome back to a new school year! It has been 
fantastic to see all our students back in the classroom for 
learning after an unusual start to 2022. It has been a 
pleasure to meet all of our new students and families and 
I am looking forward to a great year of learning. 
 
My role in the school is Head of Department – 
Curriculum, and I lead the whole school curriculum which 
is focused on providing quality learning outcomes for all 
students. This involves supporting teachers to deliver 
practices to enhance student engagement, participating 
and achievement. 
 
ALL children are learners and ALL children are unique. 
I regularly meet with students, staff, parents and 
specialists to ensure every student has the necessary 
supports to access, participate and engage in their 
education in an inclusive environment. 
 
Inclusion is what happens when you make sure that 
everyone is included in the classroom, the learning and 
curriculum, the playing, the relationships and every other 
aspect of school life.   
• all students included in the general 

education classroom  
• all students working in naturally supportive, flexible 

structures and groupings with other students 
regardless of individual ability 

• all students presumed competent 
• students are supported (where needed, such as 

through curriculum adaptations and differentiated 
teaching) to access the core curriculum 

• all students known and valued as full members of 
the school community, developing meaningful 
social relationships with peers and able 
to participate in all aspects of the life of the school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Digital Technologies in Years 3 to 6 will be delivered 
online by a specialist teacher this year through the Impact 
Centre. I will be supervising students and supporting 
them with their learning. Students must wear a headset 
with a microphone to successfully participate, so please 
ensure your child has this equipment as outlined in the 
booklist.  Years 3 and 4 students must be at school on 

Wednesday mornings by 8:45am to login for their 
learning session by 9am. 

 
Have a wonderful fortnight, 

Mrs Hammond  

 

 

PREP/YEAR 1/2 NEWSFLASH  
Welcome back to another school year! It has been so 
wonderful to have the students back in the classroom, 
smiling, learning and having fun!  
 
English: 
In year 1 and 2 we are exploring the text structure and 
language features of procedural text. Students will 
both follow recipes and write recipes throughout the 
term. In addition to this, Prep students will be learning 
concepts of print as well as developing their letter/
sound knowledge.  
 
Maths: 
Prep students are learning to recognise, write, count 
and create numbers 1-20. In years 1 and 2, students 
are exploring place value, number lines and rounding. 
They will also order and compare 2 and 3 digit 
numbers.  
 
Science: 
Students are learning about Earth’s valuable natural 
resources, their purposes and ways to conserve them. 
They will also undertake an investigation growing bean 
plants.  
 
HASS: 
The P/1/2’s will be learning about the significance of 
place, both at the personal and local scale. Students 
will share with their peers the places and events that 
are of significance to them.  
 
Digital Technology:  
This term students are learning about the common 
digital systems in our school and at home, as well as 
the difference between hardware and software. 
Students will also learn skills on the iPads.  
 
Reminders: 

 Homework will be 
given out each 
Thursday, students 
have a week to 
complete this and 
hand it back the 
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following Thursday.  
 

 Library day is Monday- students will require a 
library bag to be able to bring their books home.  

 Communication books will be sent home with 
homework on a Thursday, feel free to send them in 
before the following Thursday if you need to ask a 
question or touch base with me. 

 

We had so much fun following a procedure to make fairy 
bread on Friday! 

Feel free to email me if you ever have any questions or 
concerns at  bxbun4@eq.edu.au  

 
Looking forward to a fabulous year of learning 
in P/1/2! 
 
Miss Bunker  

 

YEAR 3/4 TRAILBLAZERS 
A big thank you to the children for a fantastic start to our 

school year. We have enjoyed our brain break in the 

outdoors and through conversation and discussion, we 

are getting to know each other.   

Math 
In Math we have been learning about place value and 
recalling our times table facts. We have had lots of 
practice at writing, expanding and drawing MAB blocks to 
represent three and four digit numbers.  
We have also looked at data representation – students 
have made tables and graphs, which they have answered 
questions about and also begun to ask questions about. 
 
English 
We are looking at traditional stories that have a moral to 
their ending. When we read these stories, the students 
identify language features used to create these stories 
and keep the audience engaged. The students will create 
their own traditional stories, using prior knowledge, their 
community and culture.  
 
HASS 

In HASS this semester we are learning about the 
structure of Australian society from the past through 
to the present. We have looked at rules and laws, as 
well as different types of groups, and will continue to 
explore all the aspects that make up our country. 
 
Science 
During Science we will look at weathering patterns 
and how they affect the land we live. As we delve 
deeper into our learning, we will look at erosion and 
how weather contributes to this. Our science lessons 
will include lots of investigation and experiments to 
discover these effects. 
 
Wellbeing 
The children have drawn pictures of their safe place 
and how they feel when they go there. This has 
stemmed from our investigation of traditional stories 
and how indigenous peoples belong to their land and 
community/mob.  Mr. Arnold-Brown invited us to 
participate in a dodgeball game. Yungi took on Kabi 
and there was furious competition.  The game was 
played in great spirit and was a wonderful way to end 
the week.  

 
Mrs Richardson and Miss Roz 
 

 
 

MISS PETER’S NEWS 
Dear Families,  
My name is Miss Fiona Peters and I am so excited to 
be starting my first-year teaching at Alpha State 
School! After completing my final placement here last 
year, I was thrilled to be offered a position within this 
wonderful community.  
 
On Mondays and Wednesdays, I will be spending my 
time with the Year 5/6 students, and this term I look 
forward to learning about short story writing in 
English. I have already had the pleasure of reading 
some imaginative responses to week 1s homework; 
Weekly Writing Focus (WWF). Keep up the creative 
writing Year 5/6!  During Maths lessons, we have 
been learning to read, interpret, and answer 
questions about data, and create a variety of data 
displays; in the coming weeks we will learn to identify 
direction using compass points and grid references to 
locate landmarks including an introduction to how to 
locate ordered pairs on the four quadrants of the 
Cartesian plane.  
 
On Tuesdays and Thursdays, you may see me around 

mailto:bxbun4@eq.edu.au
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the school in a learning support role across the year 
levels.  
 
Although new to the school, I am not new to the area 
as my fiancé manages a cattle station outside of town, 
and for the last 4 years I have been working as a govie 
supporting students learning through distance 
education. I am passionate about education, and I 
appreciate how the rural school environment provides 
opportunities to build more meaningful relationships 
with students, and their families, to better provide 
more individualised teaching and learning experiences. 
 
I strongly believe that parent-teacher communication 
is a vital part of student success! So please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to me via email: 
fepet0@eq.edu.au 

 
 
Miss Peters 
 
 
 

Ms. Cameron’s Jottings 

Welcome to another year of Arts at Alpha State School!  
 
This term in P-2 Art, students will be exploring 
portraiture and how they can use different colours, 
shapes, and lines to show their emotions. They will 
experiment with oil pastel, ink, and paint to create a 
series of self portraits throughout the unit. 
 

 
In 3-4 Art, students will be creating artworks in 
response to different types of real and imaginary tiny 
worlds. They will work in groups to plan and create a 
micro-planet using mixed media. 
 
In 5-6 Art, students are taking on the role of designer 

to plan and create a model shelter for the school. They 

will begin by finding an area of the school that they 

believe could benefit from a shelter and use the design 

process to develop and pitch their ideas to the class. 

 

 

Ms  Cameron 

 

 

 

H.P.E Happenings 
What? A new HPE teacher? Not so new, but it’s nice to 
have a change and getting to teach across the whole 
school for a change this year. We’re off to a great start 
already, and having a blast, thanks to some awesome 
students. Here’s an overview of what’s happening this 
term. 
 
Prep/1/2 

The younger students at school are learning to control 
scooter boards this term. We are beginning to master 
simple manoevres and are having lots of fun exploring 
what our bodies can do with this tool. 
In health we are looking at the three main contributors 
to a healthy body and mind – movement, diet and social 
interaction. 
 

3/4 
The middle primary children are learning all about 
balance and control with circus skills. Hopefully by Easter 
we will have some proficient jugglers in our midst! 
In Health we are learning about cyber safety – something 
the children have impressed me with their prior 
knowledge in. This ties in nicely with the external 
learning the class is doing for digital technologies too. 
 

5/6  
The 5/6 class is learning all about tennis this term! We 
have had lots of fun so far and might even understand 
the scoring system. 
In health we are looking at personal identity and how 
this contributes to mental health. 
 

High School 
High school PE this term is centred around my personal 
favourite sport, hockey! A few of the students are 
already giving me a run for my money with their skills 
and we are having great fun learning new skills and 
strategies. 
 
Cross Country is coming up at the end of this term, so all 
year levels are doing some running as part of their PE 
lessons. As we get closer to the races I will start holding 
some before-school training sessions for those who are 
interested – I will send out some information closer to 
the time. 
 
Also, a big thanks to those families who came up to the 
pool to trial for NW swimming since our carnival was 
cancelled with the delay to school start. Unfortunately, 
we didn’t have any qualifying times but it was fantastic 
to have such enthusiasm and we will try again next year. 
 

mailto:fepet0@eq.edu.au
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This week’s focus is “We wear the correct school 
uniform with pride. 

MR A-B’S TANGENTS 

 
Welcome back for 2022! What an interesting start for 
the year. I hope everyone has felt welcome and 
enjoyed the first week of schooling, what an intense 
start we have had.  
 
This year I am taking over the Maths and Science 
teaching for most of the High School. I have 
humongous shoes to fill left behind by the wonderful 
Mr Nicol from the past couple years. The expertise and 
dedication to the role was inspiring, and I hope I can 
continue on the great work he has done in Alpha State 
School over the coming years. Due to the shortened 
term, you may find your student bringing home 
homework for my classes. I am trying to keep these 
tasks succinct and I appreciate your efforts in assisting 
or ensuring that it gets completed when it is set. 
 
We have done some rearranging of the order of the 
curriculum delivery this year in Science, so we are 
starting off with Biology this term. Biology is a one of 
my favourite Science topics, so I hope my enthusiasm 
for it can inspire the students to find a love for it as 
well. 
  
Let’s have a great year filled with all the Maths and 
Science we can handle! :)  

Mrs Richardson 

 

MR CHOU’S NOTES 
Dear parents,  

For those new families who have not had the chance to 
meet me, my name is Andrew Chou. This is my seventh 
year of teaching and the subjects I teach are Science, 
Maths and HASS. Please continue to read down below 

for details on what we are covering in class.  
 Year 7 Maths  
Students are learning about working with index 
notations, square numbers, square roots and factors.  
  
 Year 9 Maths  
Students are learning about rates, ratios and direct 
proportion, as well as representing rates and ratios in 
graphical format and as equations.  
 
 Year 9 Science  
Students are learning about the essential requirements 
of life and exploring the systems of the body, observing 
the spatial arrangement of organs and body systems, as 
well as how body systems work together.  
 
 Year 5/6 HASS  
Students are learning about the significance of 
Federation in shaping Australia as a nation, as well as 
understanding the political, economic and social effects 
of the colonial system that led to Australia’s Federation 
movement.  
 
 If you ever have any questions, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me via email: ascho114@eq.edu.au   

 
 
 
Mr Chou 
 
 
 

 

Positive Behaviour for Learning 

News 
Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) is a whole school 
approach to positive learning across the school. Each 
week the students will be explicitly taught the expected 
behaviours  and establish clear and consistent 
boundaries. 
 
Last week’s  PBL focus was “I am organised and ready to 
learn.”  
 

mailto:ascho114@eq.edu.au


Every child has a good day every day. | Every child matters every day. 

Alpha State School Values - Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be a Learner. 

 
 
Mr Arnold-Brown  
 

 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY—

MR MAC ERLEAN 
Firstly thankyou to all staff and students for the warm 
welcome to Alpha State School.  I have come to the 
school to teach Design and Technology (D and T) to the 
Yr 5/6, Yr 7/8 and Yr 9/10 classes. Prior to Alpha I have 
worked rural, remote and urban in Qld and the NT. I’ve 
spent a number of years working in my trade and also a 
year teaching apprentices at TAFE.    

 

For those not familiar with Design and Technology it 

would be best described as a more exciting way to 

teach Shop A and Shop B.  The subject gives students 

the opportunity to integrate STEAM (Science, 

Technology Engineering ,Arts, Maths) principles as they 

research and explore the potential application of these 

concepts into their own designs.  This is aligned with 

the opportunity to understand materials and develop 

the skills needed to work safely with them.   I am 

looking forward to working with the students in this 

subject and can feel their enthusiasm for it.   

 

 

Mr MacErlean 

 

CASON’S CORNER 

Japanese: 
P-2 Japanese: This fortnight 
students are learning the 
first 10 characters of the 
Japanese alphabet and 
learning words for farm 
animals. 
 
3-4 Japanese: This fortnight 
students are learning the first 10 characters of the 
Japanese alphabet, their numbers 1 – 10 and how to 
tell the time in Japanese. 
 
5-6 Japanese: This fortnight students are learning the 
first 15 characters of the Japanese alphabet, words for 
parts of the body and how to form simple sentences 

and questions. 
 
7-8 Japanese: This fortnight students are learning the 
first 25 characters of two of the Japanese characters; 
Hiragana and Katakana. They are also learning to form 
simple descriptive sentences as well as how to state 
their age, nationality and where they are from. 
 

English: 

7-8 English: This fortnight students are 
learning about short stories, the 
elements of writing as well as 
descriptive and figurative language. 
 

9-10 English: This fortnight students are learning about 
short stories, the elements of writing, archetypes as 
well as descriptive and figurative language. 
 

Health: 
7-8 Health: This fortnight 
students are learning about 
decision making, emotions and 
empathy. 
 
9-10 Health: This fortnight 
students are learning about 

adolescent risk taking and ways to stay safe. 
 
I would like to say thank you to the students for coming 
to school and giving 100% this week, it has been great 
to see everyone working so hard. 

 
 
Mr Cason 
 
 
 

FROM THE SCHOOL CHAPLAIN 
 

Welcome back to the start of the 2022 school year. It 
was so wonderful to see all the students back after their 
extra-long holiday. I would like to extend a warm 
welcome to all our returning students and their families 
and welcome all the new students and their families to 
our beautiful school. 
 
For those that I have not had the pleasure to meet my 
name is Lynda Andrews-Schofield and I’m the School 
Chaplain, known around the school and Alpha as 
Chappy Lynda. I work at the Alpha Sate School Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, my office is located next to the 
main office in the school. I am employed by Scripture 
Union Australia (SU for short) and contracted to work at 
the Alpha Sate School. My role as the school Chaplain is 
to provide social, emotional and spiritual support to 
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approval.  

 The second permission form is for ongoing 
one-on-one contact with your child/ren. This 
form give permission for the school chaplain 
to offer continued support to your child/ren. 

students, parents and staff, considering the specific needs 
within the school. I provide support for a range of day-
today matters affecting the school community.  
 
As part of my role, I am involved in implementing 
activities and programs that build a positive school 
environment and help foster self-esteem and build 
resilience among students, assist students to build a 
positive and supportive relationship with their peers, 
family and adults, assist students with their learning 
under the guidance of the classroom teacher, run and 
implement lunchtime games & activities for all students 
who wish to participate. I also offer one-on-one support 
to all students who require extra help dealing with any 
issues that maybe concerning them. 
 
There are a couple of ways in which a student can access 
the school chaplain:  
 

 All students can have access to the school chaplain 
for an initial visit.  

However, if students which to continue to visit the school 
chaplain for ongoing support there are a couple of legal 
requirements that Scripture Union (SU) require. 

 All students are entitled to have access to the 
school chaplain and may either self-refer 
(secondary only), be referred by their parent/carer, 
referred by a teacher or be referred by the principal 
of the school. 

 
To receive on going support from the school chaplain:  

 All primary school aged students must have a 
signed parental/cares permission form for them to 
access the school chaplain for ongoing support 

 Secondary school students are able to sign the 
permission form for themselves, if they wish to 
access the school chaplain or they can have a 
permission form signed by a parent/carer. 

 In extreme cases, the school principal is able to 
sign and give permission for a secondary school 
aged student if they believe the student would 
benefit from ongoing support and accessing the 
school chaplain.  

 Parents/carers can also contact the school chaplain 
to discuss any concern they may have in regards to 
their child/ren 

 
Attached are two permission forms for parents/cares to 

sign: 

 The first permission form is for parent/cares to give 
their permission for their child/ren to participate in 
activities/programs/games run by the school 
chaplain.  Please note all activities/programs/
games that are run by the school chaplain are 
always conducted with the school principal 
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If you could complete both forms and return them to the school office, as soon as possible. I would be extremely 
appreciative.  
 
Looking forward to supporting you and your children and until our next newsletter may I wish you all many 
blessings. 
 
Chappy Lynda 
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School Calendar – Term 1, 2022 

Dates Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Week 3 
7-11 Feb 

7 
  

8 
  

9 
  

10 
  

11 
  
  

Week 4 
14-18 Feb 

  

14 
  

15 
  

16 
  

17 
  

18 
  

Week 5 
21-25 Feb 

21 
  

22 
Twos Tuesday! 

Wear something 
fancy 

(see Newsletter) 
  

23 
  

24 
  

25 
  
  
  
  

Week 6 
28-4 Mar 

  

28 
  

1 
  

2 
  

3 
  

4 
  

Week 7 
7-11 Mar 

  

7 
  

8 
  

9 
  

10 
  

11 
  

Week 8 
14-18 Mar 

  

14 
  

15 
  

16 
  

17 
National Day of 
Action Against 

Bullying & Harmo-
ny Day 

 
Wear all the col-
ours of the rain-

bow 
  

18 
  

Week 9 
21-25 Mar 

  

21 
  

22 
  

23 
  

24 
Cross Country 

 

25 
National ride to 

school day 
Bring your bike 

– dress it up 
fancy! 

  

Week 10 
28-1 Apr 

  

28 
  

29 
  

30 
  

31 
Interim reports 

home 
  

1 
Easter parade 

10am 
  
  
  


