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From the Principal’s DesR,; ..

Dear Parents/Caregivers

Well Week 6 is upon us already and I am so pleased
with how the students have settled into routines and
have also developed their learning goals to work
towards this term. I really enjoy going into classes
and observing lessons and I am so happy with how
engaged the students are and how relaxed the
learning environment is.

Last week, I attended the State School Principal’s
conference in Brisbane. There were over 1200
participants there with the theme of the conference
being, “Collaborate, Innovate, Elevate.” The
conference focussed on equipping principals to be
system players who: collaborate to respond to
challenges; critique, question and support each other;
and share and scale up new and effective practices.

There were a number of quality speakers and
presenters throughout the two days, but my main
excitement occurred when Alpha State School was
one of the 4 schools in Central QIld region to be
showcased on the big screens for everyone to see.
Each region showcased 3-4 schools, which means,
Alpha was one of 24 schools to be shown to all the
participants over the two day period. Not a bad feat
considering there are over 1200 state schools in
Queensland. I was so incredibly proud to see our
little school being shown as a leading school not only
in this region, but also the state! Huge
congratulations to Pete and all the staff from last
year, as their hard work and dedication has been
what has made Alpha State School the excellent
school it is today!

It was also great to hear our new Minister for
Education, Kate Jones, speak about how she still
volunteers at her son’s school tuckshop and how
proud she is to not only be a graduate of a state
school, but how proud she is to send her own child to
one.

I have come back inspired and keen to jump
straight back into the fantastic school that we
have here with my goal being to best support
and lead our staff and students to even greater
heights in the near future.

Explicit Instruction

The staff have been fantastic in imbedding
explicit teaching in their classrooms this year. A
great deal of effort and time is going into
planning lessons and activities that will be of
benefit to the children here at Alpha State
School. I have been visiting classrooms and
have been seeing just how structured and fast-
paced the learning is and am confident that
your children are getting a fantastic education
here.

Facebook page

Please ‘like’ and visit our Facebook page. Our
page is one way we try to keep parents up-to-
date with events and information about our
school. It is important to keep all posts positive
and if you have any issues, please come to the
school and discuss them with me or the staff
member involved.

Lexia

The Lexia reading program is for students to
access at home for 10-15 minutes per night.
This activity is for students to do by themselves.
I understand parents want to assist, however,
the program is designed to pick up deficits
(potholes to fill) to build a complete foundation
for reading and, therefore, it is imperative that
students complete the required minutes
independently. Any concerns please see your
child’s teacher or our Lexia expert, Mrs

Ruthenberg. Each student has individual access
now and is able to access at home no matter
students are using the

how many other




program.

Parade

All parents are welcome to attend the parade on a
Friday morning. This is when awards are handed
out.

Homework

It is really important that students complete their
homework each week. I have been reading the
weekly emails that the staff send out to the parents
of the students in their classes and have noticed
that a few teachers have been placing gentle
reminders about homework completion in them. At
Alpha, we strive to meet an ‘A’ standard in all
teaching and learning areas and the process of
consolidating new learnings each week, needs to
extend to the home also if we are to continue
hitting such outstanding benchmarks. Please
discuss any issues with homework with your child’s
teacher.

Have a great fortnight,

PLEASE NOTE:

STUDENTS INFORMATION AND CONSENT BOOKS
NEED TO BE RETURNED TO THE SCHOOL OFFICE
BY THIS WEDNESDAY, 4 MARCH.
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SPORTS NEWS

Congratulations to the four high schoolers Emily,
Erin, Cooper and Beau who travelled to Barcaldine
two weeks for CW Netball and Touch Trials. Despite
being two the younger competitors at Netball, Emily
and Erin played extremely well and were both selected
to play in the Possibles and Probables. Emily was then
selected as CW U/ 15 Netball Shadow. After having to
listen to “Shake it Off” three times on the way to
Barcaldine with Miss Clarke, Beau and Cooper were
fired up for their Touch Trials. Both boys showed
great skills with Cooper being selected to represent
Central West at Mt Isa next month.

Miss Clarke




CHAPPY’S NEWS

SU QLD Ilfracombe Outback Adventure
Camp

Last week this camp opened online for Grades 5 and
6. The camp will be held in the first week of the
school holidays and this year has a Commando
theme.

The cost is $145.00 which covers bus travel to and
from camp, meals, activities and accommodation. It
is one of the cheapest 4 day camps available.

| look forward to seeing many of our grade 5 & 6
attending. Please note there are only 30 spots on the
camp and a number of these have already been
filled.

Chappy

Emerald and District
Athletics Association Inc
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Alpha Police Station
19 Milton Street
Alpha Q 4724
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Alpha 4B’s Rodeo

The recent Alpha Rodeo was a success even thouggic@l Cyclone Marcia was causing havoc around
the Rockhampton area at the time. Crowd numbersaapg really good and the vast majority of people
were well behaved and enjoyed the event immensebm a policing perspective, over the weekend we
issued 9 x Traffic Infringement Notices, issued &iguor Infringement Notices, completed 14 x Street
Checks and conducted more than 60 x Random Brezdts.TThere was only 1 x Arrest for the weekend
and that was due to poor judgement brought on bigla level of intoxication (aka stupidity). Thankfu
there were no assaults and no traffic crashesh®istunday morning after the event, we tried toaoes
proactive policing and do something different so were at the showgrounds very early to do Random
Breath Tests for people BEFORE they drove. Thisgative proved very successful.

Items of Interest

At the Rodeo we discussed a number things with Ilpedpong these were that in an average persom, you
blood alcohol level peaks one hour after your thsik. It then drops by 0.02 per hour after thatyasr
body processes the alcohol. This is a basic guitie @ther factors such as food, dehydration, negaa,
body size, male v female and whether or not youaaregular drinker can affect this. Also, as aneegxp
ment, one young bloke had heard that if you eainoeediately before you blow into a RBT on the road
side, it will show a reduced reading. This is nght and it did not work for him when he tried The de-
vice is designed to obtain a sample of your bré&atm deep in your lungs — that it why you have kavb
into the RBT for so long. Mouthwash, cigarette sm@nd chewing gum do not affect the instrument.
Mouth alcohol can show a higher initial roadsidadiag which is why we ask the driver if they hawa€
sumed any alcohol recently and if they say thay theve, then we are required to wait for 20 minges
that any mouth alcohol is dissolved before we cohthe RBT.

Contact Phone number for Weapons Licencing Branck 3015 7777.

Contact Phone number for QIld Transport & Main Roads— 132 380.

The Alpha Police Station counter hours areesdays and Thursdays between 8:00 am and 12:00 pm
when possible. There will always be exceptionshts such as emergency callouts, training, meetamgs

other operational policing demands, so it may lst teecheck in advance or phone before attending.

Take care
Mick Lingard & Darin Coetzer

IF A CRIME’S HAPPENING IF NOT, THINK
RIGHT NOW, CALL POLICELINK. STOPPE.OI;'\:g
TRIPLE ZERO (000). CALL 131 444. 1800 333 600




Introducing

Book Clubs LOOP
\

for Parents

NOW
AVAILABLE
AS AN APP!

LOOP is the NEW Scholastic Book Clubs Linked Online
Ordering & Payment platform for Parents.

If you want to pay by credit card for your online Book Club order, our new
platform makes it easy! It eliminates the need for paper order forms plus your
online order is submitted to the school safe and sound.

Log in to www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP or download our NEW iPhone and iPad
App from the App Store!

® For aquick start, just click on ORDER in the top menu or REGISTER first to save your
details for next time

® Select your school and your child’s class

® Add your child’s first name and last Tnitial (so the school knows who the book is for)
® Enter the item number from the Book Club brochure

@ You can order for multiple children at once if they attend the same school

® All orders are linked directly to the school for submission to Scholastic. Books will still be
delivered to your child’s classroom if you order by the close date

® There's no need to return paper order forms or payment receipt details
to your school!

For a quick how-to order video, log onto www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP and click on HELP in
the top menu.

Download on the
. App Store




